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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in response to a letter for a patent filed November 24, 2003 in which claims 1-15 
were presented for examination. Claims 1-15 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03/08/2004 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. A Copy of PTO-1449 is attached 
hereto. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As per claims 1 and 15, because the applicant has not positively recited that 
users negotiate with other providers, the examiner takes the position that users do not 
negotiate with other communications networks to fulfill the request for communications 
service. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1, 5-9 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tiedemann, Jr. et. al (US Patent Number 5,862,471). 

As per claims 1 and 13-15, Tiedemann, Jr. et al. discloses a method of providing 
communications services, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for communications service, the request for 
communications service originating from a client communications device associated 
with a user, the request for communications service communicated via a 
communications network to a service provider (abstract); and 

permitting negotiation with.other service providers of other communications 
networks to fulfill the request for communications service (abstract). 

As per claim 5, Tiedemann, Jr. et al. discloses a method according to claim 1 , 
further comprising the step of billing the user for the communications service (col. 2, 
lines 46-49) . 
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As per claims 6-8, Tiedemann, Jr. et al. discloses a method according to claim 1 , 
further comprising the step of aggregating billing charges between the other service 
providers of the other communications networks (col. 2, lines 46-49). 

As per claim 9, Tiedemann, Jr. et al. discloses a method according to claim 1 , 
further comprising the step of providing the requested communications service (col. 2, 
lines 28-33). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Tiedemann, Jr. et. al (US Patent Number 5,862,471), in view of Daniels (US Patent 
Number 6,058,301). 

As per claim 2, Tiedemann, Jr. et. al do not disclose a method according to 
claim 1, further comprising the step of extending trust-based credit to the user 
based upon at least one of the user's payment history, the user's usage history, and 
the user's credit history. 

However, Daniels discloses that still other subscribers may be frequent roamers 
with an established credit history and thus can be allowed to roam everywhere in North 
America, without the need for additional authentication. Less frequent roaming 
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subscribers may be allowed to roam in specific service areas across North America (col. 
5, lines 2-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Tiedemann, Jr. et. al to include 
the feature of Daniels in order to reduce the credit risk for the providers. 

As per claims 3-4, Tiedemann et al. do not disclose a method according to claim 
2, wherein the step of extending trust-based credit to the user comprises linearly 
predicting the user will pay for the requested communications service based upon at 
least one of the user's payment history, the user's usage history, and the user's credit 
history. 

However, Daniels discloses that still other subscribers may be frequent roamers 
with an established credit history and thus can be allowed to roam everywhere in North 
America, without the need for additional authentication. Less frequent roaming 
subscribers may be allowed to roam in specific service areas across North America (col. 
5, lines 2-7). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Tiedemann, Jr. et. al to include 
the feature of Daniels in order to reduce the credit risk for the providers. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 12-13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 12-13 are would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Conclusion 

4. The examiner has cited prior art of interest, for example: 

1 ) Malackowski et al. (US Patent Number 5,752,186), which disclose an access 
free wireless telephony fulfillment service system. 

2) Pezutti (US PG. Pub. 2004/0249927), which discloses an intelligent network 
access services (INP-NAS). 

3) Hanson (US Patent Number 6,516,194), which disclose a system for 
controlling and monitoring a wireless roaming call. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Freda A. Nelson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7076. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. . 
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ALEXANDER KAUNOWSKI 
SUPERVISORY RATENT EXAMINER 



